
     The generosity of the Founda-

ǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƻƴƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŘƛǎƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǎŜŜƪπ

ing to gain new marketable skills in 

order to re-enter the workforce as 

quickly as possible.  

      If you have not already done so, 

please consider joining our valued 

donors, including 27 of our own staff 

and faculty, in making dreams come 

ǘǊǳŜ Χ ƻƴŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΦ  

C 
oncluding its 9th annual 

Bridging the Dream schol-

arship campaign, the Pine 

Technical College Founda-

tion awarded a total of $26,400 to 

32 deserving students.  

     Thanks to the donations of more 

than 60 individual and business 

donations, 24 full-time students 

received $1,000 and eight part-time 

students were awarded $300 schol-

arships. Recipients include students 

studying nursing, early childhood 

education, computer science, CNC 

operations, gunsmithing, public 

welfare financial work, accounting 

and health sciences at Pine Technical 

College. These students are from 22 

area communities including Braham, 

Hinckley, North Branch, Pine City, 

Sandstone, Siren and St. Croix Falls.  

$26,400 òbridges the dreamó for 32 students 
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November 20 for 

our annual donor 

event, Taste of Pine 

County! 
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on its toes this fall. 
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classroom for an 
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environment. 
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O 
nce again, the Pine 

Technical College Foun-

ŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 5ƻƴƻǊ wŜŎƻƎπ

nition Night (known as 

ά¢ƘŜ ¢ŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ tƛƴŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅέύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

held at the North West Company Fur 

tƻǎǘΩǎ LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛǾŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ tƛƴŜ 

City, MN. 

     In previous years, this event has 

featured a wine tasting sponsored by 

±ƻȅŀƎŜǳǊ .ƻǘǘƭŜ {ƘƻǇΣ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ 

tƛƴŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀǇǇŜǘƛȊŜǊǎ 

from local restaurants, a prize raffle 

and entertainment by harpist Sally 

Ahlgren. 

     Please mark your calendars and 

άǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 

event.  Join us at the Post on Friday, 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлΣ нллф ŀǘ р ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ 

the evening as we thank our donors 

and celebrate the successes of our 

Bridging the Dream Scholarship 

recipients. 

2009 Taste of Pine County be held Fri., Nov. 20 

Pine Technical College is an equal access and equal opportunity employer and educator.  
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P a g e  2  

College administrators 

have noticed an 

increase in the 

amount of students 

ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ άƳƛŘ-ŎŀǊŜŜǊέ 

looking at options to 

further their 

education, specialize 

or learn a new trade. 

Enrollment up a staggering 28% over last fall 

Making biology accessible with active learning 
άŎƭƛŎƪŜǊǎέ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ DǊƛƴŘŜΩǎ ǎǘǳπ

dents to actively participate in 

lectures.  Clicker questions were 

used as a break between sections 

to check for student comprehen-

sion and Grinde used the data to 

Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ άƳƛǎǎŜŘέ 

material.  This increased test 

scores by an average of 8.2% 

when compared to one exam 

where clicker questions were not 

used. 

     άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜŘ 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛŎƪŜǊǎΣέ 

ƻƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ  άLǘ 

helped me pay atten-

tion because I knew I 

would have to an-

ǎǿŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ   

     !ƭƭ ƻŦ DǊƛƴŘŜΩǎ 

students thought 

clickers increased 

student learning, 

content retention 

and increased the 

overall success of the 

course.  Many also 

A 
cknowledged with an 

Award of Excellence 

from MnSCU, Alexis 

Grinde was granted 

ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ŀ ά/ƭƛŎƪŜǊ tƛƭƻǘ 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ 

semester of 2009.  Clickers were 

used routinely in Anatomy and 

Physiology I and Microbiology.   

     Like polling the audience in 

ά²Ƙƻ ²ŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ aƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜΚέ 

have asked for clickers to be used 

campus-wide. 

     /ƭƛŎƪŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ 

Grinde has utilized technology to 

meet student needs.  After Grinde 

noticed several of her students 

ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άƻƭŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘέ 

ǘŀǇŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ ǎƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ άL 

ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  ²ƛǘƘ ŀ Ϸмпл Ƴƛπ

crophone, Grinde began 

άǇƻŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎέ ƘŜǊ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǎƻ ǎǘǳπ

dents could listen again at home. 

     DǊƛƴŘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ άWL¢¢έ όWǳǎǘ 

In Time Teaching) technique 

which features a warm-up assign-

ment, interactive lecture and 

collaborative recitation, and 

άthDL[έ όtǊƻŎŜǎǎ hǊƛŜƴǘŀǘŜŘ 

Guided Inquiry Learning) which 

values logical thinking and team-

work above simply getting the 

άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦέ 

     ά¢ƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣέ DǊƛƴŘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL 

use a lot of my own time [to de-

velop these strategies] because I 

see the difference it makes in 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦέ 

University (MnSCU) schools. 

     9ŀŎƘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ 

student body is comprised of a 

diverse mix of students from all 

walks of life, but since the onset 

of the recession, College adminis-

trators have noticed an increase 

in the amount of students who 

ŀǊŜ άƳƛŘ-ŎŀǊŜŜǊέ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻǇπ

tions to further their education, 

specialize or learn a new trade. 

     College administrators have 

been responding to the increased 

demand in many ways; for exam-

ple, new sections of popular 

classes are available, additional 

New Student Orientation sessions 

have been added to the calendar, 

more part-time and adjunct in-

structors have been hired and the 

position of Director of Financial 

Aid, formerly a .75 hour position, 

has become a full-time position.  

     ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΣέ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

Robert Musgrove said. 

ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ 

our community have time on their 

hands due to layoffs. But, they are 

using that time very wisely by 

going back to school so they will 

have the upper hand when the 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣέ aǳǎπ

grove added.  

P 
ine Technical College is 

experiencing growth 

like no other year in 

ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

Summer semester the College 

experienced a dramatic increase 

of 21 percent, to be topped by a 

28 percent fall enrollment in-

crease.   

     ά9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎπ

ing each year, but our most recent 

enrollment report shows a signifi-

Ŏŀƴǘ ƭŜŀǇ ƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣέ 5Ŝŀƴ ƻŦ 

Student Affairs Nancy Mach said.  

In fact, PTC has become a leader 

in growth compared to other 

Minnesota State Colleges and 

F r i e n d s  a n d  F a m i l y 

Grinde learned more about the possibilities for her 

άǿƛǊŜŘέ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǎƛŘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

community members at an August training with Video 

Guidance and Tandberg. 

Full parking lots on the first day of fall semester. 


